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Exogenous administration of human recombinant PTN increased the mRNA 
levels of VEGF190 and VEGF165 and activated metalloproteinase (MMP)-2 in the 
chicken embryo CAM. A. Products of RT-PCR reactions for chicken VEGF190 and 
VEGF165 and GAPDH from mRNA of chicken embryo CAM after application of 
different doses of PTN. The primers used in the present study amplified both variants 
of avian VEGF, as previously described (Giannopoulou et al., 2003). B. Equal 
amounts of total protein extracts of chicken embryo CAM from different 
developmental stages were analyzed by SDS-PAGE, followed by zymography for 
MMP-2 and Western analysis for actin. MMP-2 is the predominant metalloprotease 
detected in the CAM (Ribatti et al., 1999; Giannopoulou et al., 2001). 
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